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Walhonde Tools, Inc.
TUBE & PIPE ALIGNMENT TOOLS

Serving the heavy industrial construction
industries nationally & internationally
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Reporter
Walhonde Technology Cr i t ica l

on Welded Tube & P ipe  Pro jects

Tube  and  p ipe  we lded  assemb ly  has  been  i den t i f i ed  as  a

m a j o r  p r o b l e m  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta t e s  C o n s t r u c t i o n

I n d u s t r y.   Wa l h o n d e  o f f e r s  s ta t e - o f - t h e - a r t  s o l u t i o n s  t o

th i s  age  o l d  p rob lem tha t  w i l l  g rea t l y  r educe  t he  deg ree  o f

c ra f t sman  sk i l l  t o  ach ieve  t he  c l ose  deg ree  o f  t o l e rance

requ i red  i n  t ube  and  p ipe  a l i gnmen t .

The  Wa lhonde  Wa l l bange r  t ube  a l i gnmen t  t oo l  i s  so  des igned
tha t  w i t h  t he  z i p  o f  an  impac t  w rench  a  pe r f ec t  a l i gnmen t  i s  ach ieved

a n d  t h e  t u b e  i s  r e a d y  t o  b e  w e l d e d .  T h e  W a l h o n d e  P i p e f i t t e r   i s  j u s t

w h a t  i t ' s  n a m e  i m p l i e s .   W i t h  t h i s

t o o l ,  y o u  c a n  f i t  p i p e  q u i c k l y  a n d

p r e c i s e l y  w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n e -

t u n e  y o u r  a l i g n m e n t  t o  t h e  c l o s e s t

t o l e rances .   Add i t i ona l  new

produc ts  a re  unde r  resea rch  and

deve lopmen t  a t  Wa lhonde 's

innova t i ve  company.   Wa lhonde

p r o d u c t s  a r e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e

p rob lems  d i scussed  be low.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B u s i n e s s  R o u n d t a b l e  C o n s t r u c t i o n

Techno logy  Needs  and  P r i o r i t i e s  Repo r t ,  p i p i ng  appea rs  t o  be  t he

m o s t  i n e f f i c i e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  o f  p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

A l i g n m e n t  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  c l o s e

to l e rances  requ i r ed .   I f  r e l a t i ve l y  i ne f f i c i en t  p i p i ng  i ns ta l l a t i on  cou ld

be  made  as  e f f i c i en t  as  t he  ave rage  o f  a l l  o the r  ope ra t i ons  t h rough

techno log i ca l  i nnova t i on ,  t he  cos t  sav ings  wou ld  be  imp ress i ve .   An

e s t i m a t e d  $ 5  m i l l i o n  ( 1 9 8 9  U S $ ,  $ 8 . 2  m i l l i o n  i n  t o d a y s  m a r k e t )  p e r
4

Spotl ight :  Manufacturer  Representat ive

J .  Kay  McClure
Pres i den t  and  Ed i t o r - i n -Ch ie f

G a r y  W.  M c C l u r e
Secre ta ry -T reasure r /  I nven to r

M a r k  W.  M c C l u r e
Accoun t i ng  Manage r

V. J a n e  M c C l u r e
Ass i s tan t   Accoun t i ng  Manage r

M a t t h e w  P.  M c C l u r e
Tube  &  P ipe  Too l i ng  Manage r

M a r k  R .  K i s e r
Ass i s tan t  t o  t he  Ed i t o r /  Layou t

Sa les  &  Ma rke t i ng  Manage r

The  Wa lhonde  Repo r te r  i s  t he
o f f i c i a l  pub l i ca t i on  o f  Wa lhonde

Too l s ,  I nc .  I t  i s  pub l i shed
b iannua l l y  t o  d i ssem ina te

i n fo rma t i on  f o r  use  and  i n te res t  t o
i t s  manu fac tu re  rep resen ta t i ves ,

cus tomers ,  t eam members  and
f r i ends .  Subm iss i ons  f r om o the rs

a re  we l comed  and  encou raged .
Th i s  pub l i ca t i on  i s  ma i l ed  f r ee  o f

c h a r g e .

Walhonde Tools ,  Inc .
1299  Ch i l d ress  Road

S .  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W V  2 5 3 0 9
Te l :304-756-3796

Fax :304-756-3834
ma i l@wa lhonde .com

www.wa lhonde .com

Ben  Aus te rman
Ben g radua ted  i n  1984  w i t h  an  assoc ia te ' s  deg ree  i n

HVAC.  He  wo rked  i n  t he  f i e l d  as  a  t echn i c i an  f o r  a  number  o f

y e a r s .

In  1990 ,  he  began

work ing  fo r  A i re too l

Manu fac tu re  as  a

mechan i c .  The  company

manu fac tu res  t ube

expande rs ,  r o l l i ng  mo to r s ,

and  t ube  c l eane rs .  He  was

then  p romo ted  t o  Cus tomer

Se rv i ce ,  Techn i ca l  Suppo r t

a n d  f i n a l l y  P r o d u c t  M a n a g e r.   B e n  s t i l l  r e pa i r s  s p e c i a l

pneuma t i c  t o rque  con t ro l l ed  t oo l i ng  i n  h i s  40 'X72 '  shop .

A f te r  14  yea rs  w i t h  A i re too l  i n  June  o f  2004  he  began

rep resen t i ng  ESCO too l .   Ben  has  expanded  h i s  r ep resen ta t i on

to  i nc l ude ,  Wa lhonde  Too l s ,  Tech  Group  and  EGI  Tube  Too l s .  He

s e r v i c e s  O h i o ,  I n d i a n a ,  M i c h i g a n  a n d  K e n t u c k y.

Ben  en joy ' s  spend ing  t ime  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and  t h ree  boys

f i r s t  and  f o remos t .  He  i s  a  p r i va te  p i l o t  and  i s  wo rk i ng  on  p l ans

t o  b u i l d  a  t w o  s e a t  a i r c r a f t  c a l l e d  a  Ta i l w i n d .  H e  a l s o  e n j o y s  t h e

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  f i s h i n g  w i t h  h i s  b o y s ,  n a t u r e  w a l k s  a n d  f l y - i n s .

Ben  has  done  a  g rea t  j ob  p romo t i ng  Wa lhonde ' s  p roduc t s

a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  o u r  b u s i n e s s  i n  h i s  t e r r i t o r y.

Industr ia l  Contractors ,  Inc .  Per forms Spr ing
Outage at  the  AEP Gavin  P lant

T h e  A E P G a v i n  P l a n t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  s o u t h e a s t  O h i o  a t
Chesh i r e  a l ong  t he  Oh io  R i ve r.  The  p l an t  came  on l i ne  i n  1974

a n d  h a s  2 ,  c o a l  f i r e d  –  1 3 0 0
M W  u n i t s .  I n d u s t r i a l
C o n t r a c t o r s ,  I n c . ,  p e r f o r m e d
a n  o u t a g e  t h i s  s p r i n g .  T i m
App lega te ,  QA /QC Manage r
w i t h  I C I  s t a t e d ,  " T h e  m e n
loved  us i ng  t he  Wa l l bange r  on
t h e  w a t e r w a l l  t u b e s  a n d  t h e
P i p e f i t t e r  t o o l  o n  t h e  s u p p l y
t u b e s  a n d  h e a d e r  w o r k .  I t
s a v e d  t h e m  a  l o t  o f  h a s s l e  a n d
t i m e . "

T im  App lega te ,  QA /QC Mgr . ,  IC I
and  Ma t t  McC lu re  o f  Wa lhonde .
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Walhonde Tools

has supplied the

industry world-

wide with the

most innovative

technology for

aligning tubes

and pipe for

welding. Many

contractors and

in-house mainte-

nance groups are

benefitting with

increased produc-

tivity, improved

quality control

and enhanced

safety.

2 3

One side of the
Wallbanger &
bolt are posi-
tioned for the
next two
waterwall tubes
to be fit-up.

Walhonde
Wallbanger-DB

Next, the other
side of the
Wallbanger is
positioned in
place and an air
impact gun is
used to squeeze
the tubes into
alignemnt in just
a few seconds.

Walhonde
Wallbanger-DB

A close up
reveals the
tubes in align-
ment and ready
to be tack
welded.

Walhonde
Wallbanger-DB

t y p i c a l  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  p o w e r  i n d u s t r y  a l o n e .

The  repo r t  su rveyed  1 ,200  con t rac to rs  i n  f ou r  ca tego r i es  o f
c o n s t r u c t i o n :  1 )  B u i l d i n g 2 )  L i gh t  I ndus t r i a l   3 )Heavy  Indus t r i a l   4 )

Power  P lan t  .  The  su rvey  was  fo l l owed  up  w i th  i n te rv iews  w i th  51

c ra f t  supe r i n t enden t s  and  f i e l d  eng inee rs  a t  14  j ob  s i t es  i n  t he

s o u t h w e s t ,  m i d - A t l a n t i c ,  M i d w e s t  a n d  We s t .   A s  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  h e a v y

indus t r i a l  and  power  p ro jec t s  we re  more  l abo r  i n tens i ve .   The  repo r t

i nc luded  da ta  f rom

c o n s t r u c t i o n  b o i l e r m a k e r s ,

p i pe f i t t e r s ,  and  we lde rs .

The number  one  a rea  o f

oppo r tun i t y  f o r  t echno log i ca l

improvement  i n  the  heavy

indus t r i a l  and  power

i n d u s t r i e s  w a s  p i p i n g .

Fu r t he r,  p i p i ng  i s  cons ide red

the  mos t  i ne f f i c i en t  o f  ma jo r

c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a s k s .

A l i g n m e n t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e

ac t i v i t i e s  wh i ch  r equ i r es  t he

g r e a t e s t  s k i l l  t o  p e r f o r m .   T h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n  a l i g n m e n t  i s  s o  d i f f i c u l t

and  t ime  consum ing  i s  t he  deg ree  o f  c l ose  t o l e rance  requ i r ed .

S ince  the  repo r t  re fe renced  above  was  pub l i shed  i n  January

1989 ,  Wa lhonde  has  been  se t t i ng  t he  new  s tanda rds  w i t h  t he i r

i nnova t i ve  tube  and  p ipe  a l i gnmen t  t echno logy.   Wa lhonde  deve loped

s ta te -o f - t he -a r t  t e chno logy  and  t he  Un i t ed  Sta tes  Pa ten t  O f f i ce

found  t he i r  a l i gnmen t  sys tems  un ique  enough  t o  i s sue  n i ne  (9 )

l e t t e r s  o f  pa t e n t  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c ts .   To d a y,  t h e  B u s i n e s s  R o u n d  Ta b l e

fo r  Cons t ruc t i on  ope ra tes  as  The  Cons t ruc t i on  Use r ' s  Round tab le ,

es tab l i shed  i n  2000  and  headqua r te red  i n  C inc inna t i ,  Oh io .   "CURT

r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  f a c i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i s  t h e

p resence  o f  a  sk i l l ed  wo rk  f o r ce  sho r tage . "   (  www.cu r t . o rg  )

The  Wa lhonde  Wa l l bange r  and  the  Wa lhonde  P ipe f i t t e r

p a t e n t e d  t o o l  s e r i e s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  c o s t l y  a l i g n m e n t

p rob lem tha t  has  been  re fe r red  t o  as  t he  "bo t t l e  neck "  on  t ube  and

p ipe  assemb l y  p ro j ec ts .   The  Wa lhonde  Too l s  a re  use r  f r i end l y  and

m o s t  w o r k e r s  c a n  a d a p t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u s i n g  t h e m  i n  a  f e w  h o u r s .

W h e n  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l ,  s a f e t y,  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a r e  i m p o r ta n t  o n  t u b e

&  p i p e   i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d / o r  r e p a i r  p r o j e c t ,  c o n t a c t  W a l h o n d e .

The Walhonde
Wa l l b a n g e r T M

Save Time and Money
Welders in the power generation and

pulp and paper industries, often find it difficult

to align tubes in the waterwall, superheat*,

header, and economizer* sections of the boil-

ers.  Achieving a perfect alignment using the

old gorilla act involving come-a-longs, wedges,

pry bars and other cumbersome methods with

a short useful life and many parts to lose or

replace, is a waste of valuable time and money

and totally inefficient in today's world.

No longer does the craftsman have to

struggle with often hand made pulling and tug-

ging devises

hoping for a

proper align-

ment and

gap.  The

Wa lhonde

Wallbanger

technology permits the welder to achieve the

perfect alignment and gap, the first time,

everytime.  Little skill is needed and most weld-

ers/fitters adjust to the tool very quickly.  The

welders, generally one on each side of the wall/

tube to be welded simply holds the precision

designed clamps against the loose ends of the

tube(s) to be welded.  Next, the worker places

the specialty bolt in the threaded hole; applies

the impact wrench to the bolt and in less than

one minute - a perfectly aligned tube is ready

to be tacked.  The Walhonde Wallbanger tool

is removed and the welder completes the root

pass weld.

M a t t  M c C l u r e ,  2 n d  f r o m  l e f t ,  t a l K i n g
and  demons t ra t i ng  t he  Wa lhonde
P i p e f i t t e r  o n  a  4 "  m o c k u p .

Tube Al ignment  Tool  for  the  21st  Century

* T h e  Wa l h o n d e  Wa l l b a n g e r  M o d e l  #  H D  f i t s  s i n g l e  t u b e s  s u c h  a s  s u p e r h e a t ,  r e h e a t ,  e c o n o m i z e r,  c r o s s o v e r
t u b e s  a s  w e l l  a s  1 . 7 5 "  -  3 . 2 5 "  w a t e r w a l l  t u b e s .


